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25And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, 
saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 

26He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How do you read it?" 
27And he answered, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart  
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, 
and your neighbor as yourself." 28And he said to him, "You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live."
 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my 
neighbor?" 30Jesus replied, "A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and 
departed, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going 
down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32So 
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, 
and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He went to him and bound 
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own 
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 'Take 
care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come 
back.' 36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the 
man who fell among the robbers?" 37He said, "The one who showed him 
mercy." And Jesus said to him, "You go, and do likewise."
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Something like this parable happened several years ago only a thousand 
feet from the top of Mount Everest.  There, Australian climber Lincoln 
Hall was left for dead by his own team.  He had become very ill from 
altitude sickness.  The next day he was sitting up again, though very 
disoriented.  That is how American guide Daniel Mazur found him. Mazur 
decided to stop and help Lincoln Hall, and that meant no one in his own 
group would make it to the top, including two clients who had paid 

$60,000 each to be guided to the summit.  

The sacrifice of Daniel Mazur and his team saved the life of 
Lincoln Hall.  Not so fortunate was a different climber just ten 
days earlier. He froze to death near the summit while forty other 
climbers passed by without attempting to save him.  In the world of 
high-altitude climbing, that kind of behavior is supposedly 
acceptable.  Climbers say that a sick or injured climber may be too 
far gone to help in those harsh conditions.  There’s the possibility 
that other climbers may die in the attempt to help the victim.

That’s what the hearers of this parable were thinking.  The injured man 
was already half dead.  Too far gone to be helped. Particularly along that 
road.  The four men of this parable are traveling on the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, a road that had long been the stronghold of robbers.  
The second and third men, a Hebrew priest and a Levite (whose job was 
to assist the priests), were of the upper class and prime targets for 
thieves.  If they stopped to help the first man, they would have put their 
own lives in danger.  

So, they didn’t. 

But a Samaritan did. 

Teaching us that we must reach out to help those in need. Well, we can 
end the sermon right here. Besides we have the sneaking suspicion that 
this is what Jesus really taught and what the Old Testament really taught: 
Repent. Do what is right. Do this and live!

But, why did Jesus use a Samaritan in this parable? And make him the 
helper? Jesus was teaching a Jewish man to help others, wasn’t He? So, the 
fourth person who came along should have been a Jewish layman who 
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stops to help…a Samaritan. Why, then, did Jesus make the Samaritan the 
helper. And, for that matter, why did he use a priest and a Levite? Why not 
a Pharisee and a Sadducee? Or a fisherman and a shepherd?

The first hearers of this parable knew why as soon as Jesus said,  “The 
Samaritan went up to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine”.   Normally, the binding of the wounds with bandages would be 

done after softening up the wounds with oil and pouring on wine 
as a disinfectant.  Jesus switches the order to emphasize the 
pouring on of oil and wine.  Which were used in the Temple as 
drink offerings, poured onto the altar of the Lord by priests, with 
Levites assisting them.  That was the calling of the priest and the 
Levite.  To perform the sacrifices, for the people, on the altar of the 
Lord.  To make sure that the sacrifices were acceptable to the Lord. 

Well, to offer sacrifices acceptable to the Lord is our calling, too.  
But in the parable it is the Samaritan, it is the outsider, it is the hated 
heretic, who offers the sacrifice acceptable to the Lord.  So, the 

Samaritan becomes a strange kind of priest.  Pouring oil and wine on the 
altar of his enemy’s wounds. 

Here a Samaritan is helping a person who would have been glad to hear 
that the Samaritan had died.  The only Good Samaritan is a dead 
Samaritan . And the Samaritan further risked his life by taking his enemy 
to an inn.  Which would be like “a Plains Indian in 1875 walking into 
Dodge City with a scalped cowboy on his horse, checking into a room 
over the local saloon and staying the night to take care of him.” (Kenneth 
Bailey, Through Peasant Eyes, p.52)  What chance would that Indian have 
had to get out of town alive?  Then Jesus says, Go and do likewise. Do this 
and live. Be like that Samaritan and risk your life for your enemy. 

That’s what Jesus was saying to the Hebrew religion scholar and to all of 
us in answer to the question,  What must I DO to inherit eternal life? 
How much more do I need to do to show You that I’m a good person? 
How much do I have to go through in life to prove to You that I am a 
good person? Jesus answers, Risk your life to save the person who has 
destroyed you or would destroy you, given the opportunity. Be the father 
of the four-year-old girl who is tortured, raped, and murdered, and forgive 
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the man who did it. Be the young nurse in a hospital, recognize one of 
your patients as the man who savagely raped you when you were a girl, 
and still serve as his nurse. Make that kind of sacrifice, do the impossible, 
and then you will no longer need to hear God’s forgiveness.

Who then can be saved? That is the unspoken question at the end of this 
parable, and the answer is here in this parable. We inherit eternal life, we 

are declared good, we live, the same way that this half dead man 
had his life restored to him: all as a gift from our enemy. When we 
were God’s enemies we were reconciled to Him by the death of 
His Son. (Romans 5:10)

That brings us to one more reason Jesus put a Samaritan in this 
parable. Jesus casts Himself in this parable. Guess which one He is. 

The Samaritan. Enemy. 

Which is what God is to us, because we are sinners.  Because we still 
need His forgiveness. Jesus casts Himself in the parable as a Samaritan. 
Who was an outsider in Jewish society.  Because Jesus was also an 
outsider.  He was not a priest or a Levite or a Pharisee or a Sadducee or 
an official Hebrew religion scholar.  Jesus is not a lifelong member of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church or a graduate of Immanuel Lutheran School. 
He is an outsider, like this Samaritan.  And like this Samaritan, Jesus would 
become a strange kind of priest for us.  He would pour out His own life 
as a drink offering upon the altar of the cross. 

For whom? For good people? No, for us, His enemies. In order to fulfill 
what the Old Testament really does teach:  As robbers lie in wait for a 
man, so the priests band together.  They murder on the road to Shechem. 
Therefore, says the Lord, I cut you in pieces with my prophets; their 
words (from My mouth) cut you to the quick. So that we say, Come, let us 
return to the Lord, for He has torn us that He may heal us. He has injured 
us but He will bind up our wounds.  After two days He will revive us; on 
the third day HE will raise up us that we may LIVE… (Hosea 6:9,5,1,2) 
This is what the Old Testament teaches: He gives us life and eternal life, as 
a gift. 
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Repenting and doing what is right, reaching out to those in need, even our 
enemies, forgiving our enemies, being known as good people, having life: all 
these things happen because a miracle happens here (at the altar of the 
church) first through hearing that God forgives us because He sacrificed 
Himself for us His enemies to give us life, to gift us with the title Good 
Person, to gift us with the title Forgiven, to gift us with the title Friend of 
God, to gift us with the title Inheritor of Eternal Life.

Amen

Much credit for the ideas in this sermon goes to Kenneth Bailey. He 
makes the connection between the Parable of the Good Samaritan and 
the words of Hosea chapter 6 and sees in the oil and wine the drink 
offerings of the Temple. For more of his thoughts on this parable, see 
Through Peasant Eyes, pp.33-56.
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